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Recent decades have transformed our societies into information societies, while increasing their democratization. The citizer
are now capable of gathering large amounts of information by themselves and attempt to make informed decisions on a variet
of social issues. Society-wide decision-making requires building a consensus among large number of individuals which, givel
the abundance of often contradictory or misleading information, is far from easy to achieve.

We consider the consensus-building process as requiring involved parties to achieve a level of understanding not only on logic:
grounds but also emotional ones. We believe the role of the latter is largely underappreciated in group consensus-building ar
emotions such as fear or distrust often play a much bigger role than the actual understanding on logical grounds. We call thes
emotional factors that influence society-wide behavior and thinking a current "mind climate”.

We believe that understanding how "mind climate” emerges in modern societies is essential to understanding how we builc
group-consensus. And although the term may seem intuitive, what exactly should be considered a part of "mind climate” need
to be defined first. We will report the results of our discussions aiming to clarify the concept of "mind climate” and introduce an
experiment we conceived to identify factors that are necessary for making consensus-building more efficient.
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