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Was the seismicity in and around the Japanese |slands unusually active in 19957
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A conspicuous increase of the number of earthquakes is observed in the cumulative curve of the earthquakes with M6 or
larger occurred in and around the Japanese Islands since 1900. That increase is mainly du eto the occurrence of great
earthquakes in the northern part of Japan. On the contrary there were very few large earthquakes during about 10 years before
the 1993 southwestern off-Hokkaido earthquake with an M7.8. Only one earthquake with M7 or larger occurred after an M7.1
earthquake of 1984 in Hyuganada. When large earthquakes with M6.5 or larger are counted, it is seen that the northern Japan
was very quiet in the mid 1950's and the southern Japan was calm in the late 1950's.



