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Plastic deformation of minerals at room temperature
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Typical minerals (quartz, calcite, tourmaline, topaz, garnet) were indented by a nano-indentation tester with a triangular dia-
mond indernter at room temperature. All the minerals show clear triangular inpressions accompanied with no fracturing when
100 mN is loaded. This observation indicates that these minerals plastically deformed even at room temperature.


