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ACTIVITIES OF INTERNATIONAL HELIOPHYSICAL YEAR IN AFRICA
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This paper assesses the participation and gains of Africa in the ongoing International Heliophysical Year (IHY). IHY fosters
ties between traditional/cosmic geophysics and astronomy. Astronomical Telescopes, Atmospheric Weather Electromagnetic
System for Observation Modeling and Education AWESOME, Magnetic Data Acquisition System MAGDAS, Scintillation Net-
work Decision Aid SCINDA, AMMA GPS and IGS GPS research facilities are the IHY intervention facilities already installed
in African countries. The facilities are being well utilized and coordinated. National Organising Committees are being formed in
individual member nations and the African Regional Committee is being strengthening towards the sensitization of the member
countries and ultimate actualization of the goals of the International Cooperation program. Three continental IHY workshops
have been held so far in Africa with participants drawn from several African states. The African IHY summer school has been
scheduled for the last quarter of 2008. We describe the outreach activities across African axis during the 2006 total solar eclipse
sponsored by IHY. Capacity building and technological transfer are part of the spin-off being derived from IHY. IHY is capable
of providing a perfect bridge between north and south. African scientists and research institutes are already benefiting from the
IHY planned international collaboration and cooperation. IHY is fostering strong intracontinental partnerships amongst African
scientists.


