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EAR-RASS、x帯降雨レーダー、降雨量データを用いた西スマトラ域の降雨雲形成
に関する研究
Rain Formation observed with EAR-RASS, X-band meteorological radar and other in-
struments over west Sumatera
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The high-temporal-resolution measurement of three dimensional wind velocities, temperature and rain intensity is very im-
portant to unveil mechanism of convective activity in the Equatorial region. Kototabang (KTB) in West Sumatera, Indonesia is
one of the most ideal observational location to study these phenomena, because various atmospheric instruments to measure such
parameter are installed almost over one of the most convective region. This study focuses on clarifying the behavior of convective
activity statistically, and to elucidate the effect of meso-scale convective activity on the generation of localized rain at KTB.

In three EAR-RASS campaign periods (2 to 28 November 2002, 10 April to 5 May 2004 and 10 November to December 9,
2005), EAR was continuously operated in RASS mode to measure virtual temperature and three dimensional wind velocities
with the temporal and height resolution of a few minutes and 150 m, respectively. From the data of precipitation echo and
wind velocity, the effect of the localized circulation due to the topography of KTB on the convection is very small, and most of
rainfall event are due to meso-scale convective activities. Meso-scale rain clouds were firstly formed windward from KTB, and
the decaying rain cloud, which brings rainfall over ˜30 mm/hour, frequently passed over KTB. From the EAR-RASS data it is
found that the passage of raincloud was well correlated with the variance of virtual temperature, although the correlation with
the zonal and meridional wind velocities is not recognized. The weather radar reflectivity at 2 km did not well correspond to the
rainfall data on the ground. This result suggests that the strong clouds exists below the height of 2 km.
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