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粘弾性変形解析から示唆された古い衝突盆地形成年代
Early formations of lunar impact basins inferred from their viscoelastic states: Implication
for the heavy bombardment
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Formations of impact basins are major geologic processes that had occurred on the early Moon [e.g., 1]. Because the upper
part of the Moon probably cooled rapidly during its early history, the viscoelastic relaxation of topography would have occurred
more vigorously immediately after the basin formation than later [e.g., 2]. Consequently, topographic undulations both at the
surface and at the Moho (i.e., the boundary between the crust and mantle) around impact basins would reflect the thermal state
of the lunar interior during basin formation ages. Thus, global survey of deformation states of impact basins is important for
investigating the early thermal state of the Moon.

Using recent Kaguya geodetic data, Kamata et al. [3] investigate viscoelastic states of major lunar impact basins and obtain
upper limit values for surface temperature gradient and for temperature at the Moho. However, no significant information about
the thermal state for impact basins earlier than pre-Nectarian (PN) 5 is obtained. In this study, we investigate the thermal structure
that can reproduce current crustal structures around early PN impact basins.

Our results indicate that a Moho temperature higher than the solidus of peridotite is necessary to reproduce early PN impact
basins when the surrounding crustal thickness is thinner than 60 km. Both our crustal thickness model and a recent crustal
thickness model based on LRO and GRAIL data [4] suggest that surrounding crustal thicknesses around degraded impact basins
are less than 60 km. Consequently, if such degraded topographies for early PN ”basins” are actually remnants of ancient impact
basin topographies, the mantle underneath these basins around their formation ages may be partially melted. This result further
suggests that the timing of the complete solidification of the lunar magma ocean corresponds to the boundary between PN 4 and
5. Considering the duration of liquid magma ocean [e.g., 5], this boundary is about 4.1-4.3 Gy ago.

An important implication for the impact history of the Moon is obtained from our results. Based on Apollo sample analyses, a
large increase in impact flux on the Moon around 3.9-4.1 Gy ago is proposed [e.g., 6]. This event is often called the Late Heavy
Bombardment (LHB) and is very important for understanding the surface environment of the early Earth and the dynamical
evolution of the Solar System [e.g., 7]. The absolute formation ages of impact basins, however, are still controversial [e.g., 8].
Because of this, the impact rate on the Moon during the LHB is highly unknown. Ryder [9] suggests an extremely large impact
rate during the LHB and suggests that almost all impact basins are formed during the LHB. This speculation, however, is not
consistent with our result because our results suggest that 20 out of 45 impact basins are formed before 4.1 Gy ago. This result is
further consistent with recent E-belt impactor model [10, 11].
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