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Invitation to the Tabuchi section, central Japan: A candidate GSSP for the Lower-Middle
Pleistocene Subseries/Subepoch
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The Tabuchi section is a continuous marine sedimentary succession exposed in the Boso peninsula and is a Lower - Midd|
Pleistocene boundary GSSP candidate.

From the geological advantages and the easy access to the outcrops, the Tabuchi section seems to be the most suitable for
Lower - Middle Pleistocene boundary GSSP.

Geological characteristics

xTabuchi section is only candidate representing the Pacific realm.

«xThick L - M Pleistocene sedimentary successisi3000 m) (2.4 ? 0.5 Ma) .

«xWell exposed along the Yoro River with high sed. rates (ca. 2 m/kyr) & no visible breaks.

«Well preserved calcareous nannofossils, planktonic foraminifera, diatoms.

«xStandard section for Japanese Pleistocene tephrostratigrapByaéh beds).

xWell established d180 isotope stratigraphy: Kokumoto Fm. corresponds to MIS 20?18.

«M?B boundary is located ca. 1 m above a distinctive, widespread tephra bed (Byk-E).

xHigh-precision U-Pb zircon age of the Byk-E.

Consistent with the latest astrochronology of marine sediments and Antarctic ice core.

*A basis for immediate comparisons between, magnetostratigraphy, biostratigraphy, O isotope stratigraphy, absolute age
(40Ar/39Ar & U-Pb), and astrochronology.

xTaking the M?B boundary as the primary guide to the L?M Pleistocene boundary, the Byk-E bed would serve as an appropri
ate level for the GSSP.

Access

There are well developed public transportations. You can reach to Tabuchi section within 2 hours from Tokyo and 3 hours
from both international airports. There are big car parks. There are lodge and toilet.

The access to the Tabuchi section is very easy and convenient by car, bus and train with very small walk.
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Detalled Tephra Catal og of Lower to Mlddle art of the Kazusa Group, Lower to Middle

Pleistocene, Central Japan
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Detailed stratigraphy of diatom assemblages from a core of the Kokumoto Formation col-
lected in the Boso Peninsula, Japan
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Diatom analyses were conducted on a core of the Kazusa Group in the Boso Peninsula, central Japan, to reveal stratigrapl
variations of diatom assemblages across the Matsuyama-Brunhes magnetic polarity boundary (MBB). The core is 54 m lon
collected near the Chiba section along the Yoro River, a candidate for the GSSP of the Early-Middle Pleistocene boundary
Stratigraphic variations of diatom assemblages in response to the glacial eustatic sea-level changes shown by the planktor
marine oxygen isotope record fro@loborotalia inflata Diatom assemblages in the lowermost part of the core are dominated
by extinct species ofictinocyclus ingensoften observed in reworked deposits in the Kazusa Group. This part is correlated with
the earliest stage of marine isotope stage (MIS) 19, and is dominated by reworked deposits that were accumulated during a lo
sea-level period. The extinct species suddenly decrease at a horizon of about 5 m below the Byakubi tephra (ByK) layer, durin
a gradual sea-level rise. Turbidity currents may have still affected the sedimentation at the site, although the lithology show:
no turbidite layer above a horizon of about 8.5 m below the ByK. Above a level of 5 m below the ByK, marine littoral diatoms
such asParalia sulcatand Cyclotella striatabecome dominant, and have a peak at about 3 m below the ByK, coinciding with
the lightest oxygen isotope value correlated with MIS 19.3. Above the peak abundance, the propdrtisw/edtagradually
decreases, and. ingensre-increases at about 3m above the ByK, with a maximum at about 7m above the ByK, where marine
isotope data show a maximum value. The re-increase of extinct diatom species suggests a sea-level drop. Thus the maximum
A. ingensat about 7 m above the ByK may be correlated with the MIS 19.2 sea-level lowstand. Therefore, the MBB that lies at
1 m above the ByK occurs between MIS 19.3 and 1%2ingenscan be used as a proxy of reworked deposits in the Kazusa
Group.
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The Tokyo Bay Unconformity and the Mandano Ice Age
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Paleomagnetlc and paleoenvironmental studies for the U-M Pleistocene boundary Tuk

abara Formation
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The Tukabara formation distributed along the Tukabara coast, Minamisoma City, Fukushima Prefecture, which is considere
to have been deposited at early part of the last interglacial period, since the sediments suggested a transgression that lead:
the marine isotope stage 5e. The base of the Tukabara formation consists of a basal gravel layer and the Tagashira tephra |
which is detected at the MIS 5/6 boundary in the Images MD01-2421 core taken from off Kashima, Pacific side of the central
Japan. The main part of the formation consists of a 7 meter thick varved siltstone including enough diatom and pollen fossils tc
reconstruct paleoenvironment. Previous paleomagnetic studies reported a reversed polarity from this siltstone layer which we
correlated as the Blake excursion. Here we report results of reexamined paleomagnetic and rock-magnetic analyses.

The silt layer, consisting of the main part of the Tukabara formation, is divided into following three parts based on paleo-
magnetic characteristics; Upper Zone: unstable magnetization direction after both of alternating-field thermal demagnetization:
Middle Zone: stable magnetization direction after both of alternating-field and thermal demagnetizations, Lower Zone: stable
magnetization direction after alternating-field demagnetization but after thermal demagnetization. Rock magnetic and paleoma
netic experiments exhibit that the Upper Zone of the siltstone has significantly low magnetization intensities which is supposec
to be due to a weak geomagnetic field caused by the Blake excursion during the depostion.

We will also report preliminary results of paleoenvironmental reconstruction using microfossil analyses. Diatom fossils were
produced from all of the silt stone layers. Based on diatom assemblages, the silt layer is divided into three parts as follows
Diatom Zone 1: a marine genera dominance zone at the bottom part, Diatom Zone 2: freshwater genera dominance zone
the middle part, Diatom Zone 3: marine genera dominance zone at the top part. In the Diatom Zone 2, a shallow water genu
Rhaphoneis is not seen and a freshwater cosmopolitan species Diploneis elliptica is abundant. Furthermore, a lot of varves can
well observed this Zone. This indicates that the zone is supposed to be deposited under a stagnant condition caused by a clos
estuarine like environment with a fresh water discharge.
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