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We have performed thermal and wind environment LES simulations in MM21 district in Yokohama. The
used simulation model is MSSG (Multi-Scale Simulator for the Geo-environment). The spatial
resolution is about 5m in horizontal and vertical axis. We have also performed the particle trace
analysis in order to investigate the route of the sea-breeze. We have found the cool wind is
gradually warmed up as flowing into the district, then it blows up and is diffused. We will discuss
the diffusion coefficient in comparison with the several cases of vegetation and the DHC (District
Heating & Cooling) system in the area.
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Temperature distribution in urban areas varies in response to factors such as daily weather
conditions and interactions with local wind systems such as land and sea breezes. In the present
study, we first examined the variability in the nocturnal temperature difference (7D) between
central Tokyo and the outside of Tokyo wards area in summer. We considered 7D in terms of weather
conditions (cloud amounts, wind speed, water vapor content and solar radiation during the previous
daytime) using the hourly meteorological data from five summers (2006-2010). We next analyzed
characteristic features of the nocturnal temperature distribution in and around the Tokyo wards
area using datasets from spatially dense observation networks (208 observation stations) for three
summers (2006-2008). During the analysis, we focused on relations between temporal changes in the
nocturnal temperature distribution and those in wind systems. Finally, we compared the results of
this study with those of winter nights.

The observation networks used for temperature distribution analyses were the Automated
Meteorological Data Acquisition System (AMeDAS) of the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA), air
pollution monitoring system (APMS) of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and adjacent prefectures,
and Meteorological Environmental Temperature and Rainfall Observation System (Extended-METROS). The
AMeDAS and APMS datasets were also used to obtain the wind data.

The results obtained in this study are summarized as follows:

(1) According to multiple regression analysis (stepwise method), wind speed and cloud amounts
showed equally large effects on 7D between central Tokyo (Otemachi, JMA) and the outside of Tokyo
wards area (average temperature from four AMeDAS stations). This result was different from that of
winter nights, indicating that cloud amounts have a larger effect than wind speed on TD.

(2) A steep horizontal temperature gradient zone (HTGZ) in the western part of Tokyo wards area was
unclear even during nights with fine and low wind speeds in comparison with winter nights, where
the steep HTGZ was clear under the same conditions. This may be related to the relatively lower
decrease rate of temperature in summer, especially around sunset when the wintertime HTGZ begins to
become conspicuous. It is considered that the difference in radiation cooling by season is one of
the key factors. In addition, because high-temperature areas tended to remain in the northwestern
part of Tokyo wards area in summer, central Tokyo did not become the highest-temperature area until
after midnight, which was also different from the findings of winter nights.

(3) To identify effective factors for large differences in TD for fine and weak wind nights, the
corresponding cases were divided into three categories in accordance with the observed values of

TD at 04:00 IST just before sunrise. For cases of large 7D, in which high-temperature areas were
concentrated in central Tokyo, inland wind systems initiated relatively earlier and showed a
relatively larger wind speed before midnight. Subsequently, the local wind front migrated to the
coastal area of Tokyo Bay by early morning. For cases of low 7D, inland winds were weak, and the
local wind front could not be clearly observed. For cases of intermediate 7D, a large amount of
solar radiation and a relatively strong sea breeze system were observed during the preceding
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daytime. Clear high-temperature areas remained from the northern part of Tokyo wards area to
southern Saitama prefecture throughout the night, and the local wind front stagnated in this area.
We conclude that the nocturnal 7D in and around the Tokyo wards area in summer is affected by
inland wind systems and the location of the local wind front.
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Keywords: urban heat island, nocturnal temperature distribution, spatially high density
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Recently, urban environmental issues related to heat and aerial pollutants have been become more
serious. Atmospheric properties such as air temperature, wind velocity, and pollutant
concentrations are typically measured at meteorological observation stations. However, due to the
low spatial resolution of meteorological observation stations, it is difficult to observe urban
environmental issues occurring on a scale relevant to people’s daily lives. To overcome this,
mobile measurement is an effective method of investigating the distribution of environmental
conditions in urban areas. However, there are two problems with mobile measurement. (1) Obtaining
accurate position data is essential during sampling. However, due to the reflective properties of
building surfaces, Global Positioning System (GPS) data collected in urban areas tends to include a
large degree of error. (2) There has not been enough discussion in the scientific community to form
a consensus around representativeness of measurement values obtained by mobile measurements.
Therefore, in this study, we investigate the range of GPS errors and the spatial distribution of
air temperature obtained during mobile measurement in a high-density urban area. We discuss the
applicability of the method to a high-density urban area based on results.

The mobile measurement was conducted from August 25-28, 2015 in cloudy days. The measurement site
selected is one of the densest urban areas in Japan, several city blocks in Shinjuku, Tokyo. The
site, which is essentially laid out on a grid plan, covers an area of 26.2 hectare (ha) and has a
mean building height of 17 m. The site is contiguous to Shinjuku Gyoen, a large green space (58.3
ha). To make the measurement, we equipped bicycles with platinum resistance thermometers, a
temperature logger, and a GPS logger. Additionally, the bicycle was outfitted with a cycle computer
to confirm travelling speed, and a time-lapse camera to record experiment conditions. The sampling
interval of the measuring devices is 1 s and the spatial resolution is approximately 3 m (mean
travelling speed of the mobile platform is 12 km/h). Additionally, we installed a weather station
in Shinjuku Gyoen as, a fixed measurement point, to record weather conditions during the
measurement period.

Results showed that the average GPS error in an urban area was 20 m (std: 50 m) when GPS position
data was corrected by the method which we developed. Within the site, we identified spatial
variations of air temperature on an hourly-average basis. The standard deviation of the variation
was approximately 0.2 2C and the range of the variation was approximately -0.9 to 0.9 °C. We could
figure out a general spatial distribution of air temperature when the mesh size of spatial
resolution was 100 m. However, a mesh size of 10 m was necessary to observe hot spots in the
densely developed urban area. We found the mobile measurement was the effective method in a
high-density urban area when GPS position data was appropriately corrected.
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Phased Array Weather Radar Observations of Mesocyclone Structures in Okinawa
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High-speed radar observation of spatiotemporal structure of mesocyclone associated with
wall cloud
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Evolution of convective clouds initiated over mountains observed by Ka-band scanning
Doppler radar and stereo photogrammetry
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It is known that convective storms are frequently initiated over mountains in warm and humid
environment. According to previous studies, shallow cumuli initiated over heated mountains develop
into a deep convective storm. However, the transition process from shallow to deep convection is
not well understood due to a lack of observation data. In order to elucidate this problem, we
observed convective clouds initiated over mountains in Kanto, Japan on 18 August 2011 using a 35
GHz scanning Doppler radar and a pair of digital cameras. The first cloud observed over the
mountains reached the 6 km level, while the maximum echo-top height was about 1 km lower than the
cloud top. The maximum radar reflectivity in the cloud was about 10 dBZ found around the 2 to 3 km
levels. The reason why the echo-top altitude was lower than the cloud-top height was considered to
be due to the mixing with surrounding dry air. After such shallow cumuli appeared three times
repeatedly, a deep convective cloud developed. These results are consistent with a
"pre-conditioning” hypothesis, that shallow cumuli moisten midlevel air and produce favorable
condition for development of deep convective storms.
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