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Conservation and management of Lake Inle and its 3,800km2 catchment on the western Shan Plateau in
eastern Myanmar have been both local and national concern given the significance of the lake to the
economy, environment, and culture. Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry, a focal
ministry for nature conservation and environmental management in Myanmar, has prepared an action
plan for Lake Inle, entitled ‘Inle Lake Conservation 5-Year Action Plan (2015-2016 to 2019-2020)’.
The document identifies critical sites, proposed activities across various sectors, estimated costs
and inputs, and monitoring and evaluation plans for future conservation and management of Lake
Inle. This paper overviews a draft of the action plan, discusses its relevance to the issues on
water and sediment with reference to the field data accumulated since 2004, and draws implications
for future research.
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