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Examination of “Yamase” events using d4PDF climate ensemble
simulations.
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“Yamase” , are defined as cold, northeasterly winds periodically observed in Hokkaido and Tohoku
region of northern Japan. Because Yamase conditions are most pronounced during the summer,
prolonged events can and have resulted in substantial damages to rice crops, especially during the
ripening phase (late-July to mid-August). During the strong Yamase year of 1993, the eastern Tohoku
region experienced nearly a 70% deficit in rice yield. In 2003, the same region experienced a 35% deficit,
despite the expanded use of cultivators such as “Hitomebore” , which were implemented to withstand
lower temperatures. With projected average temperature increases in northeastern Japan ranging
anywhere from 2.8 -5.0 °C at the end of the 21* century, agricultural practices will need to adapt in order
to mitigate the impacts of a warmer climate. However, it is equally important that events such as Yamase
be taken into consideration when climate change information is provided to stakeholders and policy
makers.

This study aims to evaluate the ability climate models have in replicating Yamase events seen in
observations, their changes in the future climate, and how regionally downscaled models provide
important physical characteristics not captured at coarser resolutions. To accomplish this, we use large
member ensemble of global (GCMs) and regional climate models (RCMs) from the Meteorological
Research Institute (MRI), as part of the “database for Policy Decision-making for Future climate change
(d4PDF)” . GCM results come from MRI-AGCM3.2, resolved at 60km horizontal resolutions, while RCM
results come from the NHRCM, which is regionally downscaled to a horizontal resolution of 20km. For
scenario climates, global mean surface air temperature is prescribed to be either 2K or 4K warmer than
the pre-industrial climate, equivalent to emission scenarios from the Representative Concentration
Pathways, RCP4.5 and RCP8.5, respectively. The performance of these models is evaluated using
observational data from AMeDAS, and from the JRA55 and ERA-interim reanalysis datasets.

d4PDF models general reproduce well the environmental characteristics of Yamase events seen in
observations. This consists of an enhancement of Okhotsk high and the weakening of the western Pacific
high, easterly/northeasterly surface winds near the eastern Tohoku region, and negative temperature
anomalies across eastern Japan, especially near the coastline. These characteristics remain relatively
unchanged in future climates, as well as the frequency of Yamase events. The lack of substantial
differences between current and future Yamase events highlights the importance not to neglect such
events and will be the focus of this talk.
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Risk evaluation and prevention of complex flood disaster with
earthquake subsidence and storm surge in Kagami river of Kochi plain.
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Development of the North Pacific Ocean Model for Near-Future
Projection of Ocean State
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Near-future projection of ocean state is one of the key products in the MEXT sponsored project, Social
Implementation Program on Climate Change Adaptation Technology (SI-CAT). In this project, we are
aiming at producing projected ocean state around Japan coast under near-future climate change using
the North Pacific Ocean circulation model. During the first one year of SI-CAT, we have conducted
extensive survey with our project partner from local governments, Ibaraki, Tottori and Saga, and other
research institutes. Based on the feedback from our partners, we identified key variables to be assessed
under near-future condition. The most desired variable is sea level along Japan coast and we have
implemented tools to diagnose impact of atmospheric change on coastal sea level change from
atmospheric external forcing based on Sverdrup theory. Using the tools we have selected a subset of
atmospheric forcing models based on d4PDF and CMIP5 data. In this presentation, we will make a report
on preliminary results from our near-future ocean state projection experiments.
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Long-term impact assessment of storm surges around the
southeastern Korean Peninsula based on a large-ensemble of climate
projection of d4PDF
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Does a RCM add value to its driving parent GCM simulated extreme
precipitations linked to temperature over Japan?
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The frequency of extreme precipitation events are now of serious concern which are expected to increase
in a warmer climate (IPCC 2012), because atmosphere can hold more water vapor in warmer air
temperature according to the principle of Clausius-Clapeyron (CC) relationship ("7% per degree rise in
temperature). As a consequence, more extreme precipitation events may occur under warmer climate and
may impact on agriculture, the economy, the human health and also animal habitats. Simulations by
Regional Climate Models (RCMs) are often used for impact assessments because they are presumed to
simulate the regional climate, especially extreme events, better than their driving General Circulation
Models (GCMs). Thus there is a growing debate on the added value by RCMs to their driving GCMs over
various regions. Our study explores whether a RCM reproduces the extreme precipitation linked to
temperature over Japan better than its driving parent GCM by analyzing 330 ensemble experiments [140
experiments with NHRCM at 20km (50 experiments for current climate: 1951-2010 & 90 experiments for
future climate with 4°C warming: 2051-2110) and 190 experiments with the MRI-AGCM at 60km (100
experiments for current climate & 90 experiments for future climate)]. We find that the extreme
precipitations linked to temperature basically follow the CC relationship over Japan for a certain
temperature (for instance “24°C) and a further increase of temperature decreases the precipitation
intensity. These results are consistent with AMEDAS station observations and the past research conducted
over various regions. All the individual ensemble experiment results of RCM and GCM show a similar
qualitative behavior. Further we find that RCM ensemble experiments overestimated the extreme
precipitation intensities for the temperatures above 24°C, while GCM underestimated the same
particularly at the peaks (18-26°C). However, for the temperatures between 20-24°C RCM added “35% to
the extreme precipitations linked to temperature over Japan compared to GCM ensemble experiments.
The overestimation of precipitation intensity at higher temperatures simulated by RCM is associated with
strong vertical velocity (i.e. upward motion of air) and much availability of water vapor, while the
underestimation of the same by the GCM is associated with weak vertical velocity and less availability of
water vapor compared to the RCM. This may lead to contribute the added value by RCM over GCM.
Additions to this, the zonal and meridional winds in RCM are noticed stronger compared to that in GCM at
higher temperatures. This may bring more moisture from the ocean towards Japan land and cause more
precipitation in RCM. Furthermore, all ensemble experiment results in RCM and GCM show a significant
increase of precipitation intensities ("30mm/d in RCM and “15mm/d in GCM) for the temperatures
roughly above 24-26°C under future climate scenario over Japan and RCM added “15mm/d amount of
precipitation intensity to this future change. This increase of extreme precipitation intensities at higher
temperature may be due to the increase in temperature under future climate (4°C warming). The added
value of RCM will be further discussed through the column-averaged total kinetic energy and column
integrated moisture flux convergence by spectral analysis.

Keywords: Extreme precipitations, Clausius-Clapeyron relationship, Ensemble experiments, Added value,
Spectral analysis
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This study examines the impact of urbanization over the past 150 years in Sendai City for three different
land use cases: potential natural vegetation (PNV), 1850s, and 2000s. The Weather Research and
Forecasting (WRF) model with 1 km horizontal resolution was used and the following results were
obtained. Firstly, results of the control simulation were verified against observations. The WRF model
reproduced well the observed temperatures in Sendai City and five additional locations in Miyagi
prefecture. The bias is from -0.55 2C to -1.30 2C in August and from -0.02 2C to -1.37 °C in February.
Secondly, impacts of urbanization were evaluated. The effect of urban heat island (UHI) in 1850s was
almost not found even the existence of the small urban area of Sendai city. The sensitivity experiment,
where the land use was replaced to PNV, was conducted and showed there was a slight temperature
difference between 1850s and PNV. Thirdly, the simulated monthly mean temperature was compared
between 1850s and 2000s land-use experimental cases. The results indicate that the monthly mean
temperature in August (February) in 2000s is 1.4 2C (1.5 °C) higher than that in 1850s. Moreover, the
considerable nocturnal temperature increase of 2.0 2C (2.1 2C) during the past 150 years was found in
August (February).

Keywords: Urban heat island, urbanization, potential natural vegetation, land-use change
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Uchimizu: A cool(ing) tradition to locally mitigate the urban heat island
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Urban heat island was first described 200 years ago but ways to mitigate heat in urban areas reach much
further into the past. Uchimizu is a 17th century Japanese tradition, in which water is sprinkled around
houses to cool the ground surface and the air by evaporation. Unfortunately, the number of published
studies that have quantified the cooling effects of uchimizu is limited, and only use measurements of the
surface temperature, or air temperature at a single height, as a measure of the cooling effect. In this
research, a dense three-dimensional Distributed Temperature Sensing (DTS) setup was used to measure
air temperature with high spatial and temporal resolution within once cubic meter of air above an urban
surface. Six experiments were performed to systematically study the effect of (1) applied water amount,
(2) initial surface temperature, and (3) shading on the cooling effect of uchimizu. The measurements
showed a decrease in air temperature up to 1.5 K at 2 m height, and up to 6 K for near-ground
temperature. Strongest cooling was measured for the experiment performed in the shade. For an amount
of water applied of T mm and 2 mm, there was no clear difference in cooling effect, but after application
of a large amount of water (>5 mm), the strong near-ground cooling effect was approximately twice as
high as when only T mm of water was applied. The dense measurement grid used in this research also
enabled us to detect the rising turbulent eddies created by the heated surface.
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Representation of Southern African Monsoon In A High-Resolution
AGCM
and Its Future Projections
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A monsoon circulation exists over the southern part of the African continent during the austral summer
with precipitation maximum stretching from Angola on the west coast of southern Africa to Madagascatr. In
some locations, southern African monsoon lasts up to six months. Studies about this monsoonal
circulation are surprisingly sparse. To understand the mechanism involved in the development of
Southern African Monsoon and its controls, the present study uses a high-resolution AGCM,
High-resolution Atmospheric Model (HiRAM) which is developed at GFDL. Accurate simulation of the
migration of ITCZ is crucial in the simulation of rainfall over Southern Africa. HIRAM simulations, which are
conducted at “25 km horizontal resolution, can simulate the structure and migration of ITCZ with
sufficient accuracy. The seasonal cycle, spatial structure, and the associated dynamic features are
examined. The study incorporates observations, gridded datasets, reanalysis products, and GCM
simulations for this purpose. Additionally, the future projections using representative concentration
pathways RCP 4.5 and RCP 8.5 are also conducted and analyzed.
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