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Distribution of Ammonium-Bearing Clay Minerals and their § '°N
values Occurred in Shallow-Seafloor Hydrothermal System in
Kagoshima bay, Southern Kyushu, Japan.
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The seafloor hydrothermal fluids occurred in the arc and back-arc systems where are often covered with
thick sediments contained organic matter are characterized by a high concentration of ammonium which
is considered to originate from decomposition of the sedimentary organic matter. Under these conditions,
ammonium cation can be fixed in interlayer space of 2:1 clay mineral during their formation associated
with hydrothermal mineralization. However, the role of this process with respect to the nitrogen cycle
around the Earth’ s surface has not been well understood until today. In this study, we measured
ammonium concentrations and their isotopic ratios in the venting hydrothermal fluids and clay fraction in
the hydrothermal altered sediments obtained from Kagoshima Bay, southern Kyushu, Japan.

The submarine volcano, Wakamiko, located in the submerged Aira Caldera, which formed during the late
Pleistocene (ca. 29 ka) resulting from the huge eruption of the Ito pyroclastic flow, and about 200 m in
water depth of depression area as well as it is filled with thick unconsolidated sediment layer up to 80 m.
The hydrothermal activity of this area is associated with the Aira magmatism, and the emitting fluid has
been characterized by a high ammonium concentration up to 17 mM, respectively.

All of samples were collected around vent expect for typical marine sediments of PC-4 site. Clay minerals
were recovered as a clay size fraction (2 wm) by hydraulic elutriation from the core sediments and then
samples repeatedly treated by 30 % hydrogen peroxide solution and finally KOBr-KClI solution to remove
organic matter and exchangeable ammonium. After that clay fractions were measured by XRD for
identification of clay minerals as well as their chemical composition were measured by EPMA. And NH
group were detected by FT-IR. Nitrogen contents and their isotopic ratios were measured by EA/irMS.
Total nitrogen (TN) contents and inorganic nitrogen (IN) contents were ranging from 0.03 to 0.28 ug/g
and from 0.002 to 0.01 wg/g, respectively. And & 15NTN and & 15NleaIues were ranging from -6.2 to +4.6
%o(av. +0.3 %0) and from -1.7 to +5.1 %s(av. +1.2 %), respectively. The & '°N values of venting
hydrothermal fluids and porefluids were ranging from -1.8 to +1.9 %o(av. -0.2 %o) and from +2.4 to +2.9 %o
(av. +2.7 %o), respectively. Particularly, § 15NIN values can be divided two groups, relatively 15N-enriched
and 15N-depleted. And those trends were consistent with the difference of & '°N values between
hydrothermal fluids and pore fluids. Further study, it is required that understanding of nitrogen
fractionation between fluid and mineral in hydrothermal system through the synthesis of
ammonium-smectite.
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The uptake behavior of antimony with earth surface materials at
Ichinokawa mine in Saijo city in Ehime prefecture
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In situ AFM study on crystal growth and dissolution of calcite at a
nano-level
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Role of amorphous silica in forming calcium silicate hydrate for
strength development of steel slag-dredged soil mixtures
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Dredged soils consists of minerals including clays, organic debris and seawater, and are excavated
beneath ports to maintain the waterways. Partially they are landfilled due to its soft physical properties
disabling its usage as construction materials. Indeed its characteristics differ greatly depending on the
sampling areas due to the variation in its composition. Recently, it is discovered that mixing dredged soil
with steel slag, that is also partially treated as waste produced as iron smelting process’ s by-products,
develops strength. This discovery may turn dumped fraction of both materials to resources by expanding
their application into building materials for undersea constructions. Nonetheless, different combinations
of a type of steel slag and dredged soil from various areas show gaps in the strength development even in
under the identical mixing condition. The relationship between mixing condition and strength
development is not yet clarified, making it difficult to be utilized for the above application.

Clarifying the hardening mechanism of the steel slag-dredged soil mixture will enable prediction of the
strength with a particular combination of steel slag and dredged soil. In order to achieve it, clarifying the
secondary mineral formation that contributes to hardening is essential. Previous studies suggest that the
strength development is related to the pozzolanic reaction, which results in cementation by the formation
of calcium silicate hydrates (C-S-H). Key factors in the pozzolanic reaction include the increase in pH of
the pore water, and the supply of calcium and silica ions to pore water. Steel slag contains Ca(OH),, which
supplies calcium and increases pH of the mixture. Silica is said to be supplied from the dredged soils, but
it is not clarified what is being the silica supply.

Focusing on the variation of dredged soil affecting the strength development, the objective of this study is
to understand the effects of amorphous silica in dredged soils, which has faster dissolution rate compared
to crystalline silica phases, to the early strength development of steel slag-dredged soil mixture.

In this study, dredged soils from various sampling locations (A, B, C and D) and steel slag from iron works
1 were mixed for the investigation. XRD analysis showed no significant difference between the
mineralogical compositions of all the dredged soils. The unconfined compressive strength showed
mixtures with soil A exhibits the highest strength, followed by those with B, C and D. Formation of C-S-H in
mixture A was found to be denser than mixture D through scanning electron microscope, filling up pores
in the mixture. In addition, the measurement of mixture’ s pore water pH transition showed decreasing
trend in pH from 12.5 in only mixtures A and B but not C and D from 1 day curing onward. This suggests
stronger mixtures’ (A and B) pore water’ s pH were influenced by formed secondary minerals, such as
C-S-H which expels H" when it forms, indicating that its formation was notably greater in stronger mixture.
In our mixtures, the silica ion was most likely supplied from dredged soils. The silica concentration
dissolved from diatom frustules were measured. Soils A and B showed higher dissolved silica
concentration compared to C and D. Inorganic amorphous silica such as volcanic glass content is also
discussed. From geochemical modelling which treats amorphous silica dissolution kinetically, it was
clarified that stronger and weaker mixtures show significant difference in the volume of C-S-H forming. We
suggest that the silica supply from amorphous silica in dredged soils may be the driving force for the
pozzolanic reaction for early strength development.
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Localization of magnetite from Fe-rich brucite induced by pH changes
during serpentinization
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H,-rich fluids from ultramafic-hosted hydrothermal vent is important for understanding generation of
hydrocarbon and biosphere in deep sea floor. Key to the formation of hydrogen in such system is
magnetite formed serpentinization reaction. Magnetite distribution in serpentinized peridotite is usually
heterogeneous; randomly scatted, and/or localized at former olivine-grain boundaries. However,
formation mechanism of magnetite segregation during serpentinization remain poorly understood.

In this study, hydrothermal experiment of olivine -H,O system was conducted with varying initial solution
pH from under conditions of 250 °C and vapor-saturated pressure of 3.98 MPa. In the autoclave, 1.0 g of
olivine powder (F091;38-75 wm) were set with solutions. Six solutions with varying initial solution pH at
room temperature were used; pH at room temperature is 5.7, 6.8, 9.0, 10, 11, and 12. pH were adjusted
by diluting NaOH solutions. The run time up to 63 days.

After the experiments, for solutions of initial pH = 5.7-9.0, pH increased to around 10. In contrast, for
solutions of initial pH >10, the pH after experiments weren’ t changed. SEM observation revealed that
Serpentine + Brucite + Magnetite were formed and no significant difference was not observed by
changing pH of initial solution. Magnetite occurred with 5-10 wm, and seems that no localization of
magnetite occur. After 63 days experiments, amount of serpentine and brucite, measured by
thermogravity, were increased with increasing the pH of initial solutions. Amount of magnetite, which was
measured by Alternating Gradient force Magnetometer, was increased with increased with increased with
increasing initial pH up to 11. At initial pH = 12, the amount of magnetite after 63 days reaction was lower
than that of initital pH = 11.

From EPMA analysis, the presence of ferric ion in serpentine and brucite were not observed. the iron
content of the serpentine was almost similar with varying initial pH. In contrast, the iron content of the
brucite roughly increased as pH was increased. The amount of products were almost proportional to
reaction progress, indicating that reaction rates were approximately constant during the experiments.
Mass balance calculation revealed that iron partitioning varies with pH; at initial pH = 6.8, the Fe partition
ratio ween brucite and magnetite was 3:7. With increasing the initial pH, the ratio gradually decreased to
6:4 at initial pH = 12.

Klein et al. (2013) suggests that magnetite was formed at >200 °C by breakdown of Fe-rich brucite formed
at <200 °C. Our experiments revealed that Fe-rich brucite could be formed by reaction with alkaline
solution (pH>11). This indicates that pH changes from alkaline to neutral could from magnetite from
Fe-rich brucite. To test this hypothesis, further hydrothermal experiments were conducted. The solid
samples, which reacted with initial pH = 12 for 27 days, was reacted with water for 14 days. As a result,
two type of magnetite were observed; magnetite with 5-10 micro and magnetite with < 1 uwm. The later
magnetite was occur within brucite grains, which was not observed reaction with initial pH = 12 for 27
days.

Our experiments revealed that, by changing pH in solution from alkaline to neutral, magnetite were
formed from Fe-rich brucite. Two stage process of magnetite formation were suggested; (1) low fluid-flux
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serpentinization of olivine changes the fluid to alkaline to form serpentine and Fe-rich brucite. (2)
Reaction with fresh fluid which were transported via newly-formed cracks to form magnetite and hydrogen
is generated.
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Nano-scale observation of interface between lichen and basaltic lava
by TEM and STXM
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Distribution of arsenic and uranium between lake waters and
sediments in saline lakes in south Mongolia.
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The health risks associated with toxic chemicals in saline lake become environmental problems (Barber et
al. 2009). In saline lakes, the dissolved matters are enriched in solutions because of the evaporation of
lake water. The enrichments result in the formation of the contaminated lake water and salts deposits
containing high levels of the toxic chemicals (Barber et al. 2009).

The toxic elements distribution between the sediments and lake water are essential for the
understandings of the enrichment processes and the mobility of toxic species in surrounding
environments. In present study, we investigated the distribution processes of arsenic and uranium by
analyzing the lake waters, suspended matters and sediments in saline lakes (Olgoi, Boon Tsagaan and
Orog lake) in south Mongolia.

The solid and liquid samples from the lake waters were separated by centrifugation. The solid phases
were measured by XRD. Morgan and Tao extraction were conducted for solid phases and the extracts
were analyzed by ICP-OES and ICP-MS. XRD profile shows that each sample has authigenic minerals,
including calcite and Monohydrocalcite. The extraction experiment showed that arsenic and uranium are
distributed into calcium carbonates rather than amorphous iron oxide.
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